OVERALESPROGRESS 
OF; WOMEN 


KE —Shriram’sharma Acharya 


OVERALL PROGRESS 
OF WOMEN 


The need and significance of women 
evolution is no secret now. Efforts are going 
on in this direction and will continue to be 
so in future. One truth should be clearly 
acknowledged that present era can no 
longer foster the relation between man and 
woman that advocates one as master and 
another as subservient. Time is passing 
fast; a state of despondency is over; the 
dawn of new rise is before us; now we will 
have to acknowledge, recognize and admit 
the justified and relevant demands. 
Dominance of self interests disguised as 
tenets in the name of traditions will not 
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continue. A change is imminent; no one 
can stop it on his arbitrary will. 

There will be new beliefs in the new 
era. Men and women will form a new society 
based on the tenets of equality and 
cooperation. There will be neither any 
atrocious nor any afflicted, no master and 
no slave, and no one will depend on others. 
This is a universal fact that these both 
wings of human race are absolute in their 
own capacity. Both of them are talented 
hands of Almighty. Status and dominance 
of both is same. Both of them share equal 
obligations and rights. These two hands 
are complimentary and helping to each 
other, but not interdependent. Both 
extremities come along in long journeys, 
but no one is master or subservient to 
another. No one of them can be regarded 
feeble or strong. Everyone acknowledges 
the strength of unity as they understand 
the negative aspects of living in separation. 
Nature has created both men and women 
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as equal. Our physical body comprises 
two ears, two eyes, two nostrils, two lungs, 
two kidneys, two lips, two cheeks. Neither 
of them is superior or inferior. Two wheels 
of a vehicle of same shape and make roll 
on easily. Now this normal parity should 
necessarily be recognized. 

The men should annihilate the 
concept of regarding the womeneas 
subservient. ‘Women should not protest 
even if - father donates them, they are sold 
or disproportionately married’ this 
hypothesis can no longer exist now. ‘The 
woman should silently endure her 
castigation and should not protest against 
the aspersions’ — this futile custom has to 
be whipped off. Sporadically women are 
forcibly pushed out of the house for not 
giving birth to male child or not being 
beautiful and their men are married again. 
Assets of father are inherited by sons and 
daughters are deprived any share in the 
inheritance. In the eyes of law son and 
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daughter are not discriminated in 
inheritance, but everyone knows how far 
this is implemented in real life. Who does 
not know that sons and daughters are 
discriminated? Hitherto this has often been 
expressed that women are constrained of 
performing the holy rituals like chanting 
Gayatri Mantra, doing yagya and wearing 
Yagyopaveet. They should not cross over 
the threshold of the house without a 
companion and can not utter a single word 
before family members, elders and revered 
persons. This hypothesis should now be 
ended and women should be treated like 
human being. They also possess the extra 
sensory element - Soul, which demands 
the rights of humanity and right to be 
treated equally with men. 

Laureates from the field of religion and 
social service have repeatedly laid down 
rules and instructions regarding what the 
women should perform, how they should 
live, how they should contemplate etc. 
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Importance and benefit of being loyal to 
husband have been extensively explained. 
This all is amiable, but men also should 
be made liable to be loyal to their wives 
and its significance is same to that of being 
loyal to husbands. It takes two to make a 
quarrel. Unilateral adherence to values can 
not last long. Sita, the consort of Ram, 
could remain steadfast for whole life 
because her consort also remained loyal 
to her. Mandodari, the wife of Ravan, 
preferred to marry Vibhishan (brother of 
Ravan) instead of accepting widowhood. 
The attitude of discarding the principles of 
excellence and_ significance of 
discriminatory attitude Mandodrileamt from 
the demeanor of Ravan. The feeling of 
being loyal for husband derives its strength 
from same feeling by husband for wife. 
Personal life of people has become 
grief-stricken due to the prevailing social 
conditions and every person is excessively 
beset in family problems. Inflation has 
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aggravated the financial constraints of every 
person. Means of life support have become 
so scarce that individual earner of the 
family is finding himself unable to afford. A 
woman who is life companion is finding 
herself as mute visitor in such a pathetic 
situation. She is finding herself helpless. 
Her physical and mental debility, lack of 
experience, immaturity, total absenteeism 
from earning prevents her from doing 
anything fruitful for her husband or family. 
Unfavourable circumstances have 
impoverished her otherwise she is in no 
way physically poor in comparison to man. 
If she is relieved of the limitations and 
confinements, she can manipulate 
complete transmutation in financial and 
other matters of the family. 

To retrieve the past glory, abrogate the 
unpleasant dreadful situations in the word, 
to restore lost human values, for 
transforming pervaded grief into dalliance, 
to accord a new house lady to the family 
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and a new life companion to the husband, 
to strengthen the nation, to liberate from 
the disgrace of adopting immoral corrupt 
practices--women have to be treated on 
humanitarian ground. The challenges of all 
round impeding factors can not be 
confronted without this restoration. 

Men should come forward to oblige 
their duties in this dawn of changing era. 
Whatever is possible to be done for the 
extrication should be done with full 
generosity and sentience as well as this 
should not be forgotten that women also 
will have to put intensive efforts for this 
significant transformation. 

There was a time when monarchs 
authoritatively ruled the states without 
caring to the interests of masses. With the 
change of time they generously 
surrendered the legal claims and privileges 
of masses to them otherwise they were 
forced to do that at some places. But this 
could materialize only when people 
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themselves stood against the regime to 
retrieve their rights and develop their 
abilities. Perhaps this will never happen 
that someone will silently come to provide 
help and afflicted do not even yearn to 
extricate him. 

The need of the hour is that women 
folk should earnestly make efforts for their 
progress and liberation from oppression and 
men pleasurably put their cooperation in 
their support. This will amount to serve dual 
purpose of atonement from compunction 
for the past misdeeds and rectification 
thereof. The progress of the society is 
bogged and joint effort of men and women 
is necessary to come out of that. Women 
evolution movement is working to create 
such environment. Benevolent 
organizations are being set up at various 
places to achieve this and they are taking 
relevant programs in their hands. 

Literacy is the primary requirement to 
make the women proficient. Girls can be 
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educated in schools but elderly women who 
are illiterate and living in undeveloped 
conditions, need a large scale systematic 
execution for adult education. Government 
is finding it difficult to arrange for adult 
education. This problem of educating the 
housewives and elderly women can easily 
be solved if this task is undertaken by non- 
government organizations. This mighty 
task should not be postponed. We can not 
wait to implement this program by the time 
these educated girls grow older and be able 
to influence the society. Adult education 
for women is to be immediately complied 
with to show immediate results. This 
project can be made possible by a program 
of adult education being boldly initiated at 
grass root level. Efforts should immediately 
be started for that. 

Generally women have plenty of 
leisure time from 2 to 5 o’clock. Benevolent 
schools to educate elderly women should 
be started to uiilize their leisure time 
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everywhere without any delay. Whatever 
resource material is required should be 
arranged instantly. Conscious men and 
women should generously contribute their 
physical, emotional and material energy 
for the cause of this pretentious task. 
Wherever women organizations are 
already working, they should adopt to best 
possible operating system. They should 
steadily make efforts for owning their own 
building. This action will render more 
rewards and blessings than other graceful 
actions like constructing shelter homes, 
temples, providing food to poor etc and 
organizers will be regarded with great 
respect as well. Generous and influential 
people of society if acknowledge the 
significance of this building, then with their 
cooperation or by handful support of public 
at individual level these buildings can 
possibly be built at every place. Call for 
this support should reach to the prosperous 
and sentient people of society. Whoever 
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receives this call and concedes the 
importance of women evolution should 
stand up to arrange support for these 
structures. They should be exceedingly 
generous in donating time and money for 
this cause. Such positive determinations 
attract celestial blessings too. Actions 
associated with idealistic values have 
always exhibited success. If the 
enthusiasm and courage of dedicated 
persons is awakened, there is no reason 
that gradually a meaningful and significant 
embodiment of ‘woman-temple’ will come 
in force. 

Otherwise this virtuous task of Adult 
Women Education can be started in rented 
property as soon as possible. Plenty of 
vacant space is lying unused in various 
temples, shelter homes and at public 
places. Class rooms in different schools 
can also be used for this purpose. Various 
conveniences at different places can be 
arbitrarily used for this social cause. 
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Our operations in Adult Women 
Schools should collectively be carried out 
in three following categories for all-round 
progress — (1) Education, (2) Sovereignty, 
and (3) Health. The first phase of education 
should be abolition of illiteracy and second 
should be gaining the knowledge. liliterate 
women should be educated. Every woman 
has the right to be educated to the level of 
fifth standard of basic schools and the 
syllabus accepted in local primary schools 
can be approved as it is. Second phase of 
education of promoting the knowledge is 
equally necessary both for literates and 
illiterates. This syllabus should target to 
the problems of various aspects of life and 
their solutions. A comprehensive and 
elucidated knowledge should be imparted 
about people, family and society. Various 
topics relating to art of living, bringing up 
of children, house-keeping, monetary 
control, general knowledge relating to 
routine domestic tasks, hetter techniques 
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of cooking, health safety, health 
precautions, nursing the patients, 
moralistic precepts of happy marital life, 
important information about living in joint 
family, modes of maintaining emotional 
bonds among family members, refining of 
own thoughts, actions and behaviour, 
determining the goal of life and mode of 
achieving that, generating the attitude of 
pleasurable contentment, developing an 
influential personality, a thorough 
reorganization of family, direction, 
potentiality and planning of progress of 
women, practical spirituality etc. should 
be inculcated in syllabus. 

Now the question is how to teach all 
these subjects? How to arrange study 
material? This is true that such study 
material has been unavailable so far. But 
these days literature about women 
evolution is speedily written and printed. 
Now the cycle of establishing women 
organizations and initiating preliminary 
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classes should be started everywhere. 
Proficient women in large number should 
be associated with Women Evolution 
Campaign. 

The process of training for home 
based industries should simultaneously go 
with adult education to gain other benefits 
apart from economic growth. This 
sharpens intellect and provides 
considerable help in promoting productive 
attitude. Japan is leader in home-based 
industries where every home is a small 
workshop. Every member of family 
performs some activity to gain livelihood 
at their leisure time and earns money. 
Various vices that crop up due to idleness 
do not find any shelter. Augmenting the 
eaming capacity increases self confidence 
of the person and encourages him to march 
ahead. Home based industries need a 
boost in our country also and required 
training for entrepreneurship should be part 
of syllabus in our adult schools. Stitching, 
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weaving, toy making, repairing, horticulture 
and various other enterprises to suit the 
local conditions can be taken as home 
based industries. 

Course of study should include music 
also. No other medium other than music 
can prove so blissful, mild and favourable 
in augmenting empathy and virtuous 
instincts. Women should be trained in vocal 
music (Sugam sangeet) and on musical 
instruments as well that are distinctive in 
that area. Music and expression of 
thoughts through speech should not only 
be conceptualized as a mode of 
entertainment but as viable forces of life. 
Both of these attributes can be used as 
strong weapons to annihilate irrelevancy 
from the minds of people. Our adult 
education centers should take care for 
training the women in these two skills and 
augment these forces. 

Hitherto we have dealt with that part 
of adult education which will be taught like 
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schooling every day for three hours between 
two to five. Literacy, home based 
industries, general knowledge, music, 
lectures, are that part of the syllabus which 
is taught inside the education center. Next 
phase of training is that which is given by 
door to door contacts with people. A 
synchronization of this training can be 
established with age-old tradition of 
motivating the masses by proclamation. 
Various promotional and productive 
activities like weekly Satsang (inspiring 
company of enlightened personalities, 
attendi.1g discourses of saints and spiritual 
gurus) Sanskar (obedience to ascetic 
principles), festivals, parables, family get- 
together, mobile libraries etc. are so 
significant that these can be carried out 
by public contact only. Our society is so 
afflicted by erroneous beliefs and insane 
customs, superstitions, immoral behaviour 
that there is no way to get rid of them 
without fighting against them. Along with 
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the strengthening of our organization we 
will have to expedite our battle against 
these vices such as expensive marriages, 
dowry, child marriage, tradition of veil, 
extravagant feasts in memory of dead. Our 
women centre can be an ideal place to 
launch such operations. This small edifice 
will serve as the source of three streams 
of literacy, sovereignty and versatile 
progress. These three-fold categories all- 
together will flow like sanctifying Ganga. 
This steady flow will provide a heaven-like 
solace to naive public living in hell-tike 
horrifying conditions. 

In order to establish such women 
centers everywhere, important social 
gatherings should be arranged at various 
places by sending promotional teams of 
female students from Shanti Kunj. 
Message and appeal of revered Gurudev 
Acharya Sriram Sharma is being aired to 
every person through this medium with the 
anticipation that rational and sentient 
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people will perceive its significance and 
accelerate it. Need of the hour is that every 
person should whole heartedly employ his- 
her efforts, time and resources generously for 
this cause, arrange resource material for this 
with enthusiasm and dedication and satisfy 
all the requirements of these sanctified women 
centers by hamessing the cooperation of 
general masses by knocking the doors of 
generous people. if strong elite of society firmly 
contemplate over this task, the establishment 
of such sanctified women center will not be 
out of reach. The propriety of such social 
gatherings will prove fruitful only where such 
operations succeed. We should hope to find 
some such people everywhere who have 
propensity to acclimate like this. 

Problems concemed with women are 
enormous. The task of eradicating the 
backwardness of half of the population and 
their evolvement is not an ordinary one. 
This is very arduous job to assuage this 
horrible deep-rooted situation since ages 
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impairing the coordination between man 
and woman. Considering the immensity of 
this job, one can easily visualize the might 
of the efforts and resources that will be 
required to accomplish this task. Those 
who have studied the history of freedom 
movement of India or have been parts of 
that know the enormity of the manpower 
that was involved in that. Much more 
discarding of self interests and sacrifice, 
much more efforts will be required to 
liberate the women population from the 
paralyzing situation. We will have to admit 
this present exigency as a challenge and 
prepare everyone to put efforts for this. 
The bonds of veiling in the houses 
should be assuaged and routine domestic 
tasks should be so arranged that the 
women are not beset all day and night. All 
the chores should be well planned and 
women can earn plenty of spare time if all 
the family members collectively perform 
their duties with pleasurable attitude. This 
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spared time can be utilized for education, 
self reliance and over-all progress. Due to 
lack of self confidence and hesitant behaviour, 
because of age-old confinement, women will 
take it hard to march ahead on their own. 
Inspiring the women to proceed should be 
reckoned as a pious duty and they should 
always be motivated to actively participate in 
women awakening programmes, proper 
guidance can help to accelerate their 
progress. Men are already preoccupied 
with their duties. But this is not much 
difficult for them to make arrangements for 
their training right in homes. If they 
enthusiastically involve the women oi their 
families with these awakening programmes, 
the further progress will gear up on its own. At 
least this is expected from every person. He 
should perceive the necessity and relevance 
of taking the neglected women to the level 
of human repute. Sincere efforts have 
always endowed good results and they will 
continue to do so. 
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If the women are duly encouraged to 
grow to a level of satisfaction, this will 
render stupendous results within few days. 
A veteran woman can restore divine 
environment in the house by restituting the 
human values in the family. She can turn 
out to be a true companion of husband, a 
great mentor for children and an 
embodiment of goddess for whole family. 
Her whole being can be completely 
transmuted with contentment of physical 
and mental capabilities. 

If they are encouraged to enter in the 
field of art and literature their moderate 
nature will sanctify even the vicious people. 
She can modestly enrich both these fields 
in such a way that stream of sentiments 
of people can easily be witnessed marching 
towards transcendency. All the writers, 
poets, artists, sculptures, publishers of 
today are coherently engrossed to malign 
the image of women folk like the humiliation 
of Dropdi. Only civilized literate women can 
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maintain their decency level by pushing 
back the avaricious people having fallacious 
tendencies of quick gains by lascivious 
activities and by presenting the women 
as an object of satisfying their lustful 
desires. If the women find their entry in 
these areas of art and literature the 
pleasant dreams of new era will seem 
materializing very soon. 

If the women could enter in the field of 
politics they will sanctify politics like religious 
or spiritual practices by blending their 
moderate sanctity and generosity. If this 
could happen the Satyugiform of govemment 
will not remain a distant dream. Men have 
govemed the administration for long, and now 
they should delegate their powers to women. 
They should be given proper representation 
in Town areas, Municipal Boards, District 
Councils, Legislative Assemblies and 
Parliament. All the fields of authority are now 
delegated in administrative system and to 
utilize this power with modesty and morality 
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this is necessary that women should 
dominate administrative system. 

This is not difficult for women to enter 
in this field. They can win by clear majority 
in general elections as half of the electorate 
belongs to them. The rational section of 
the people who perceive and recognize the 
benefits of entry of women in politics will 
vote for them. Thus proficient women can 
easily come to power by winning the 
majority of two-third votes. This could sound 
ridiculous today but this is a fact that if 
they succeed in securing proper 
representation in_ politics and 
administration, soon the politics of today 
will be seen controlled by aesthetic and 
transcendent values. Today’s governing 
system will soon seem to be transforming 
into a system based on values, principles 
and noble notions of Ram-Rajya. 

Let the majority of portfolios of public 
services and government departments be 
allotted to men, but education, health and 
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social welfare departments should be 
reserved exclusively for women. These 
three portfolios demand fidelity, persistence 
and productive attitude for the progress. 
She can valiantly and consistently fight on 
all these three fronts and set stupendous 
standards to be followed. 

Irrational people have always been 
depriving women and rabbles from their 
humanitarian rights. They have debarred 
both these classes from studying the holy 
books and other civil rights in various fields. 
This constrained them to remain backward. 
Restrictions imposed on women compelled 
them to remain inferior in comparison to 
the rabbles as they were kept out of the 
veil at least. Fortunately our constitution 
provides equal privilege and status to these 
two classes. Government has set many 
conveniences to Dalit people to eradicate 
their regressive state. Women should also 
be obliged with same conveniences like 
Dalit people to get rid of their regression. 
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Those who possess the sufficient 
strengths of workforce, intellect, influence, 
wealth etc. should be engaged for Women 
Awakening programmes. This is very 
demanding and challenging task and varied 
type of resources with the help of active 
involvement of generous and rational people 
will be needed to accomplish that. The deity 
of present era has entreated the awakened 
souls to be liberal in their excessive 
contribution to carry out their obligations to 
satisfy this pivotal need of the time. 

People belonging to journalism, 
publishing literature, poets, lyrists, artists, 
actors, orators, politicians can emotionally 
inspire the masses to be more generous 
towards women. Wealthy people should 
liberally divert their funds for some time to 
ameliorate this neglected part of our 
society. 

Responsibilities allotted to women in 
either of the fields of religion, spirituality, 
animal husbandry, vocations, industry, 
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education, health will prove them more 
conscious, attentive and decent than their 
counterpart. If the attitude of people 
becomes more generous and they start 
treating the women as their companion 
instead of subjugating them, the whole 
scenario will be pleasantly changed and 
all the incomprehensible problems of today 
will soon seem effortlessly solved. This 
attitude of men will restore them with fame 
and advantageous gains. 

By rescuing from the strong bondages 
of servitude, Indian women will soon retrieve 
their lost health, wisdom, volition, influence, 
skill and personality. Regression is imposed 
on her. She is not like as she is forced to 
be seen. Only one opportunity will 
ameliorate her. With little convenience she 
will be seen standing quite ahead of all the 
progressive women of the world. The 
conceptualization of revelry state of society 
and nation with the support and bestowal of 
matured women of the country brings forth 
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the glimpses of illuminating future and fills 
the heart with joy. This countrywide 
campaign of women evolution is initiated to 
materialize such a pleasant state. 
Everyone should contribute to its 
fullest extent to strengthen the women 
awakening. She should be treated on equal 
status with men. She should not be set 
aside of her inherent civic rights. Intensive 
efforts should be put in to willingly 
encourage the women to march ahead for 
unity, orientation, literacy, self reliance, and 
versatile progress. Establishment of Mahila 
Mandals (women wings) at local level 
should be encouraged. Every person 
should donate one hour per day for 
promotional, creative and restorative 
operations of women awakening program. 
One handful of grain or ten paisa (now one 
rupee) per day should be collected for 
uplifting of women in Gyanghat (small cash 
boxes) already established in homes. In 
this reference services of Shanti Kunj can 
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be of much help. Maximum number of girls 
should be sent to Dev Sanskriti Vishwa 
Vidhyalaya, a novel establishment of Shanti 
Kunj, to participate in Yug shilpi Satra of 
one month duration, music training session 
of three month duration, six month 
certificate course in various subjects, three 
years degree course, one year diploma 
course, two year master degree course 
and further research work. Women of our 
acquaintance should be encouraged, 
trained and motivated to participate in 
activities of women evolution. 

Virtuous traits of being allegiant to high 
moralistic values, decency, generosity, 
conviction, service, simplicity, ethical 
standards and transcendent attitude should 
be inculcated in our precepts and actions. 
The innocent gesture of human civility like 
touching the feet of our elders should 
deliberately be practiced every day. 

This should be remembered that 
Women Evolution Program is not confined 
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to mere restoration of her forfeited human 
rights; this is the first step of the program. 
The day when neglected and disregarded 
women will be liberated from bias and 
partiality and treated with equal status on 
humanitarian ground, they will come through 
different avenues leading to their progress 
and they will harness the circumstances to 
give perfection to their skill. Men should not 
be afraid of this state of awakened women; 
there is no need to frighten from well matured 
women. Some people are fearful for two 
reasons. One —women after being evolved 
will retaliate for his past atrocities and 
second — an abjectly subservient object 
rendering services without charge will slip 
out from his captivity. 

The people living with this apprehension 
are virtually very contemptible in nature. They 
are totally unaware of the natural aspect and 
gentle compassion associated with women. 
This should be firmly believed that a mother 
can not retaliate with her son, a wife with her 
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husband, a sister with her brother and a 
daughter with her father. She has learnt 
tolerance and dedication, her inner soul is 
flooded with the streams of affection and 
compassion like that of legendry Ganga and 
Yamuna which are not only pious in their 
nature but sanctify the people in their 
proximity. She can weep on being persecuted 
but can never attempt to be furiously violent 
in reaction to their dear ones. She is called 
Chandi (a violent woman fighter) and she can 
be seen fiercely attacking the Mahishasur 
and Asur(legendry characters in the form 
of devil) in the form of eternal power, but 
her visible fury is against vices only. For her 
dear ones she can only bestow tears full of 
empathy, love and affection for whole life. She 
has been doing this from time immemorial 
and will be doing in future also. An awakened 
woman can be proved only as a benediction 
for her family, society, for the nation, religion 
and culture, for whole humanity and global 
peace. Revival of women is the revival of all 
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of us and potentials of illuminating future are 
imbibed in it. 

Come, let us rally a new enthusiasm, 
develop a new attitude, take ethical and 
fair practices willingly and act swiftly to 
build a new society and a new world. 
‘Women Evolution’ is a very specific step 
in this direction. All of us have to do a lot 
to justify the human dignity and to make 
the future bright. To commemorate that 
determination, the message of revered 
Mata Ji is delivered in women gatherings 
at various places. This is easy to deliver a 
message, but its execution is the job of 
distinguished ones. We hope that volitional 
people will come forward for its execution 
with unflinching determination, will 
encumber this with their strong hands and 
speedily march to the path of progress with 
intrepid courage. 
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